
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
We are fast approaching the end of another academic year and what a year the School has 
had. 
 

125 Years 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Our 125th anniversary celebrations started on 9 June 2018 with 
the Celebration Day.  This was attended by many ex pupils, 
colleagues and friends of RSDD, with 
visitors queuing outside the gates to meet 
up with one another.   
 
This was just the start of the year long 
celebrations and we will keep you posted 
of all the activities we will be running 
throughout the year. 
 
Save the date - 4 October 2018, more information 
coming soon … 

 
    
 

Teacher of the Year Award 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Marie Watson has been nominated for a Pearson Teaching Award and 
has become a local celebrity with interviews for the Derby Evening 
Telegraph, Radio Derby and BBC East Midlands TV news.  After a very 
intense interview with the judging panel in May, Marie got through to 
the second stage and was invited for tea at the Houses of Parliament 
on 4 July.  Fingers crossed now 
for the final which will be held in 
London in October.   
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Sports Day 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The annual RSDD Sports Day was held on 12 July, the children had a great day cheered on 
by their team mates and parents. After many races and a long afternoon in the sun, the 
“Blues” won and Daunt House were the champions. 
 
 

Open Day 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We held another successful Open Day on 22 June, the sun 
was shining brightly on the staff and pupils as they set up 
their stalls and entertained the visitors during the morning. 
 
The official prize giving ceremony was a lovely occasion 
and our guest speaker, Wendy Daunt, gave a wonderful talk 
on the history of the School and deaf culture before 
presenting the pupils with their 
awards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

New Staff  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In September we will have some new faces at RSDD. 
 
Pauline Byers joins as fulltime School Nurse. 
Michael Hancock is the new Design & Technology Teacher. 
 
We have also appointed 2 new Receptionist/Admin staff, Chloe Sharratt and Suki Samra- 
Bhathal.   
 
 

School Reception 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
During the summer break, the School Reception area will move to the Karten Centre and 
from September onwards all visitors will be directed to this part of the campus. 
 
Parents and escorts will still collect pupils from the usual areas in both the Primary and 
Secondary Departments and will gain access to the site via the normal gate entrance used 
at present. If your child is late or need to be collected early, could you please come to 
Reception. 



Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
During July, we had 2 groups out on Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expeditions.  The Silver 
group have now completed their expedition section and the Bronze will do their actual 
expedition in September.  Both groups did exceptionally well. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award             Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
 

 

weduc 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
You should have all received an enrolment letter providing you 

with your own access code.  If you haven’t received this or need 

further help in setting this up please ask at Reception.  In 

September we will be using weduc as the gateway for parent 

information. 

 

 

Pupil ID Badges 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The pupil ID badges and lanyards are now ready and will be given to all pupils from Year 6 
upwards in September at a special assembly.  These badges will allow access to the school 
site through the main gate in the morning and at home time.   
 

 

Duke of Devonshire 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I am delighted to advise that the Duke of Devonshire is now a patron of RSDD.  We are 
hoping to work in partnership with the Chatsworth Trust and provide opportunities for our 
children and young people to visit the Estate. 
 

 

 

 



Your Views 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your view of the RSDD is important.  If you would like to give your views on the School, 

please see the log in for Parent View 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views 

You can also contact any member of staff by asking for an appointment at Reception. 

 

Classroom Monitor 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

At RSDD pupil progress and attainment is monitored through Classroom Monitor.  We will 

make available on-line access to parents for you to view your child’s achievement by 

subject.  As before, you will shortly be sent an email with your individual log on details to 

enable you to view the achievement for your child only.  Attached is the guide on how to do 

this.  If you have any problems logging on or queries regarding the email please contact 

Reception or Rachael Irgi at RSDD.   

 

Housekeeping 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

For the third year running, the Housekeeping Team 
have again achieved their Five Star Certificate in Food 
Hygiene.  
 
A huge thank you to Sarah and all her team for looking 
after the School, the children and staff. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views


Other News 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

During the summer break, there will be lots of building work taking place within the School  
and sections of the roof in both Primary and Secondary areas will be replaced. 
 
This work will tie in with some of the fundraising activities that have taken place and will 
enable student areas to be developed 
 

Fundraising Successes 

 We are hoping that we have now secured the funding to install a MUGA. Thank you to all 

who have supported in raising funds for this, including running in the Ramathon and 

helping Santa on his sleigh. 

 The Duke of Devonshire has donated a large amount of cash to enable Lydia House 

(residential house) to have all the bedrooms refurbished. There will also be new carpets 

and decoration throughout. The Trustees refurbished the kitchens and bathrooms two 

years ago and with these improvements too, this house is wonderful for the children. 

Some residential children will be able to use this in September. We will have a formal 

opening in October on our 125th birthday. 

 Punjabi Rams named us as their Charity of the Year and have raised over £7,000 for our 

Student Café. This will include a full refurbishment of this area and will be completed as 

soon as the roof is repaired. 

 We had a donation from the Worshipful Fellows of Innkeepers to refurbish Student Club. 

This will be done over the summer holidays. This will provide a space for residence in 

the evenings as well as for groups during the day. 

 We received a grant from the Heritage Lottery to fund a range of activities over the year 

to celebrate our history and being 125 years old this year.  

 EMI gave us a grant towards music equipment. 

 We have been really grateful for donations for our library. We will be purchasing new 

books and furniture and re-siting the library to be more central in School. Fundraising for 

this continues. 

 The Audiology Room has been completely refurbished from donations received by a 

number of different people. 

 We successfully secured a grant from Careers Local to enable our older young people to 

access Employability Skills, in particular by accessing deaf people who have been 

successful in their working careers. 

Photographs of all works and new areas will be shared in the Autumn Term. 

 

 
  



Other News in Pictures 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year 6 and Year 7 pupils went to  
“Meet the Author” as part of Derby Book Festival 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Year 6 girls played 
cricket at Derbyshire 
County Cricket Club and 
won Bronze. 

 
 
 
We had an Army Day in the Secondary Department where problem solving games were 
attempted. 
 

         
 
Liverpool University have been in School working with all pupils on vibrotactile music. 
 

                   
 

  
 
 
The Primary Pupils had a fabulous and tiring residential 
visit to Glenbrook. 
 
 
 
 
 



PSFA Chairs Report June 2018 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The PSA has now been running for approximately 2½ years. This year we have had another 
successful year with great support from the teaching staff and a small but committed group 
of parents. 
 
We have continued to support many School events that are regulars on the diary. This has 
included cake sales at Christmas and Easter services, Secondary plays, and a stall at Open 
Day. 
 
We also took a tombola stall to the Derbyshire County Show in June 2017. This was 
successful in terms of promoting the School however it was a lot of work and ultimately we 
broke even as the stall had been expensive to arrange. We didn’t repeat it this year but 
could look at applying to a different show another year like ‘the big one’. 
 
We had a very successful Summer Party last July with a pirate theme. The children enjoyed 
it and many parents stayed on from sports day. We are repeating this idea this year with a 
different theme. 
 
We also held a Christmas party this year. Approximately 40 children attended and about 25 
met Santa in his grotto. We did a tuck shop, disco and party games. Thanks to all who 
helped! 
 
This year we also supported the RSDD 125 Years celebration with a cake stall and quiz. We 
raised £120 which was a great result. 
 
We have also joined the national PTA lottery. So far three staff have won £20 but we do 
need to get more people to sign up as currently numbers are very small. 
 
In terms of how we have spent our resources, we have bought a sunshade for the Primary 
playground, a giant chess set for outside play and we are contributing £100 to the Year 6 
Leavers Prom.  
 
We welcomed a new treasurer – Gemma Archer – earlier this year. Thank you very much for 
joining our team!  
 
Overall it has been a successful year and, as Chair, I am very grateful for all the support 
received.  
 
Esther Freeman 
  



RSDD Governor Update for the Summer Newsletter 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all parents and pupils a good holiday. I also want 
to thank the Mrs Shepherd and the staff for their hard work and hope they have a well-
earned rest. 
 
The Governors have also been working hard and will be ready for a break. We have 
continued to meet regularly this year aiming to keep up to date with new curriculum and 
assessment developments in school and changes in wider educational policies.  
 
We have been particularly impressed with the establishment of Classroom Monitor which is 
allowing staff to monitor pupil progress and attainment more accurately. 
 
Staff have also attended our meetings to tell us about the following areas: 
 

 Guided and Accelerated Reading  

 Smile Speech and Language Therapy program 

 Early Years  

 Maths teaching including “You Teach Me” 

 The latest developments in Safeguarding and Behaviour Management 

 Progress and Attainment 

 E Safety and Data Protection 
 
The Governors have undertaken training over the year, some of which has been online. 
Congratulations to Siobhan Hogan our non-teaching Staff Governor for being the first to 
complete all the online training.  We also want to congratulate Marie Watson for getting 
through to the last eight in the Teacher of the Year competition. 
 
Governors regularly visit school to go into residence and to attend school events. I 
particularly enjoyed the 125th birthday celebration where I met many old pupils and the three 
previous Chairs of the Governors. It was also a great pleasure to be giving out prizes with 
Wendy Daunt at Open Day and to have the opportunity to celebrate the achievements of our 
pupils and young people over this past academic year. 
 
So, enjoy the summer and see you all in September. 
 
Janet Hall  
Chair of the Governors 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to see attendance 

Click to see achievements 

Click to select the different subjects 

Sara.fipps@yahoo.co.uk. 

How to access the achievement information on classroom monitor 

You will receive an email telling you how to logon to classroom monitor with your 

email ID and password e.g. 

Follow the instructions 

Any problems accessing the system please notify reception. 


